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This regulation was approved at the Assembly of the Chemistry Department (session 831/13-5-

2024) and at the Senate Session with number 3149/28-8-2024). 

 

Α. REGULATION OF STUDIES 

It is noted that the Regulation that follows does not include the Regulation of complaints and the 

Regulation for the Academic Advisor, which are separate annexes. 

 

General Provisions 

The second cycle of studies consists of the attendance of a Postgraduate Studies Program (PSP) 

leading to a Master of Science Diploma (M.Sc.). 

The present Postgraduate Studies Regulation complements the provisions of Chapter IX 

[Organization and Operation of Second and Third Cycle Programs] of Law 4957/2022 

(Government Gazette 141/t. A’/21-7-2022): “New Horizons in Higher Education Institutions: 

Strengthening the quality, functionality and connection of Higher Education Institutions with the 

society and other provisions", as well as the Regulation for the Operation of Postgraduate Studies 

Programs of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTh). 
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Article 1 

Object-Aim of PSP 

 

The Department of Chemistry of the Faculty of Sciences organizes and operates a PSP in 

Chemistry entitled: "Synthesis, Natural Products and Contemporary Applications". 

The object of the PSP is the education, specialization and technical scientific training of 

graduates of chemistry-related disciplines in modern issues of Chemical Synthesis and its 

applications, with emphasis on the development of methodologies for the synthesis of organic 

compounds and inorganic materials as well as the identification and study of the properties of 

Natural Products and Bioactive Compounds and related disciplines. 

The aim of the program is generally the promotion of knowledge, the advancement of research 

and technology, as well as the fulfillment of the educational, research, social, cultural and 

developmental needs of the country. In particular, it aims to train high-level scientists capable of 

contributing to theoretical and applied areas of specific scientific disciplines (Organic Chemistry, 

Inorganic Chemistry, Biochemistry) in continuation of the subject areas of the first cycle of studies 

of the Department of Chemistry related to the aforementioned specializations as well as to the 

production and dissemination of knowledge, technology, methodologies and research findings in 

the scientific field in which the Department of Chemistry is active. 

The learning outcomes and qualifications of those who successfully complete the PSP are 

as follows: a) in-depth understanding of contemporary theoretical concepts related to Synthetic 

Chemistry and related specialized knowledge areas, b) comprehension of the application of 

acquired theoretical background through the design and implementation of experimental work 

and c) understanding of the correlation of a) and b) with the needs of modern Chemical and 

Pharmaceutical Industries. Based on the above, graduates will have acquired the appropriate 

qualifications to continue their studies at a higher level (PhD) or to pursue a professional career 

in industry sectors such as materials, pharmaceuticals, natural products, cosmetics, etc. 

 

Article 2 

Awarded Postgraduate Title 

 

The PSP awards a Master of Science Diploma (M.Sc.) entitled: “Synthesis, Natural Products, 

and Contemporary Applications”. The successful completion of the PSP leads to level seven (7) 

of the National and European Qualifications Framework according to Article 47 of Law 

4763/2020 (A’254). 
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Article 3 

Governing Bodies of the PSPs 

 

Competent governing Bodies for the administration, organization and operation of PSPs are: 

I. The Senate of the University, which is in charge of the academic, administrative, and 

organizational issues of the PSPs, and exercises any authority regarding the PSPs not 

assigned by law to other bodies. 

II. The Postgraduate Studies Committee, constituted by decision of the Senate and composed 

of the competent Vice-Rector, who serves as Chair, as well as one (1) member of the academic 

Teaching and Research Staff (DEP) from each Faculty of AUTh, and one (1) member from the 

categories of Special Educational Staff (EEP), Laboratory Teaching Staff (EDIP), and Special 

Technical Laboratory Staff (ETEP) of AUTh. The members of the Committee have experience 

in organizing and participating in postgraduate programs. The Committee’s tem of office is two 

(2) academic years. 

III. The Department of Chemistry Assembly which has the following responsibilities: 

1. sets up Committees for the evaluation of applications from prospective graduate students and 

approves their enrollment in the PSP, 

2. assigns the teaching duties to the teaching staff of the PSP, 

3. recommends to the Senate the amendment of the decision establishing the PSP, as well as the 

extension of the duration of the PSP, 

4. sets up examination committees for the evaluation of the theses of postgraduate students and 

appoints the supervisor for each thesis, 

5. verifies the successful completion of the studies in order to award the title of M.Sc., 

6. approves the evaluation report of the PSP, following the recommendation of the Coordinating 

Committee (C.C.). 

The Department of Chemistry Assembly may, by decision, transfer the responsibilities of 

paragraphs 1) and 4) to the Coordinating Committee of the PSP program. 

IV. The Coordinating Committee (C.C.) of the PSP is composed of the Director of the PSP and 

four (4) members of the Teaching and Research Staff (DEP) of the Department who have 

relevant expertise in the subject area of the PSP and undertake teaching work at the PSP. The 

members of the C.C. are appointed by decision of the Department Assembly and have the 

following responsibilities: 

α. prepares the initial annual budget of the PSP and any modifications, provided that the PSP has 

resources according to article 84 of Law 4957/2022, and recommends its approval to the Special 

Account for Research Funds (ELKE)., 
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β. prepares the evaluation report of the PSP and recommends its approval to the Department 

Assembly, 

γ. approves the expenditure of the PSP, 

δ. approves the granting of scholarships, whether remunerative or not, in accordance with the 

provisions of the founding decision of the PSP and the Regulation of Postgraduate and 

Doctoral Study Programs, 

ε. recommends to the Department Assembly the allocation of teaching duties, as well as the 

assignment of teaching duties to the categories of faculty members and lecturers of article 

83 of Law 4957/2022, 

στ. decides to conduct the teaching of the courses of the PSP in English, in special cases (e.g., 

participation of a sufficient number of foreign-language students), 

ζ. recommends to the Department Assembly the invitation of Visiting Professors to cover 

teaching needs of the PSP, 

η. develops a plan for any modification of the curriculum, which is then submitted to the 

Department Assembly, 

θ. recommends to the Department Assembly the reallocation of courses among academic 

semesters, as well as issues related to the quality improvement of the curriculum, 

ι. ensures the hiring of personnel to support the administrative tasks of the Secretarial of the 

PSP, 

ια. ensures the allocation of postgraduate students to the laboratories involved (Laboratory of 

Organic Chemistry, Laboratory of Inorganic Chemistry, Laboratory of Biochemistry) for the 

preparation of the master's thesis. 

V. The Director of PSP who comes from the faculty members of the Department, by priority at 

the rank of Professor or Associate Professor and is appointed by decision of the Department 

Assembly for a two-year term, with a possibility of renewal without limitation. 

The Director has the responsibilities provided for in Article 82 par. 4 of Law 4957/2022, as well 

as any other specified in the founding decision of the PSP: 

1. presides over the Coordinating Committee, prepares the agenda, and convenes its 

meetings, 

2. advises the issues concerning the organization and operation of the PSP to the Department 

Assembly, 

3. recommends to the Coordinating Committee and the other bodies of the PSP and the 

University issues related to the effective operation of the PSP, 

4. serves as the Scientific Coordinator of the PSP in accordance to Article 234 of Law 
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4957/2022 and exercises the corresponding responsibilities, 

5. monitors the implementation of decisions made by the bodies of the PSP and the Internal 

Regulation of Postgraduate and Doctoral Study Programs, as well as oversees the 

execution of the budget of the PSP. 

The Director of PSP as well as the members of the Coordinating Committee are not entitled to 

any remuneration or compensation for the performance of the responsibilities assigned to them 

and related to the performance of their duties. 

The Secretariat Support of the PSP is provided by the Department of Chemistry. The Secretariat 

of the PSP is responsible for maintaining files and records of postgraduate students. It also 

informs postgraduate students about issues related to the organization and operation of the PSP. 

Finally, it is responsible for preparing the topics introduced to the Department of Chemistry 

Assembly or the Study Program Committee. The work of the Secretariat Support may be assisted 

by personnel hired based on a decision of the Coordinating Committee. 

 

Article 4 

Number of Admissions, Criteria, and Selection Procedure for Admissions 

 

The number of admissions per year is set at a maximum of twenty-five (25) postgraduate 

students. The PSP cannot operate with less than eight (8) students. 

The PSP, upon decision of the Department of Chemistry Assembly, announces positions through 

an open process. Specifically, the announcement includes admission requirements, the number 

of admissions, candidate categories, admission procedures, selection criteria, etc., as well as 

application deadlines and required supporting documents. 

The announcement for the admission of postgraduate students is published on the Department's 

website. Applications, accompanied by the necessary supporting documents, are submitted to 

the Department's Secretariat, either in paper or electronic form. 

 

The supporting documents submitted may include: 

I. A copy of a first cycle degree/diploma from a domestic or foreign university. 

II. Detailed transcript of grades in undergraduate courses relevant to the PSP, including the grade 

of the Bachelor's Thesis, where applicable in the first cycle of studies. 

III. Copy of the Bachelor's or Diploma Thesis, where applicable in the first cycle of studies. 

IV. Copies of publications and scientific papers. 

V. Proof of knowledge of foreign languages or Greek (for foreign students), level B2. 
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VI. Documentary evidence of any research and/or professional activity. 

Failure to submit documents I, II, and proof of knowledge of at least one foreign language (as 

described below) renders the application invalid. 

The candidate may have up to 3 pending courses for the September examination (including 

possibly the bachelor's thesis). In the event that he/she has more than 3 pending courses, his/her 

application is considered invalid. 

 

The selection criteria for the admitted are: 

1. Degree/Diploma possession and grade of the first cycle of studies from Greek or foreign Universities. 

The minimum grade for acceptance to the PSP is six (6). 

2. Detailed scores in graduate studies courses related to PSP (Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry, 

and Biochemistry). 

3. Performance in the Bachelor's or Diploma thesis conducted during undergraduate studies, and the 

relevance of the thesis to Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry, or Biochemistry. 

4. Sufficient knowledge of at least one European foreign language, such as English, French, German, 

Spanish, Italian, or Russian, is required for admission to the PSP as determined below and according to 

the Council of Europe system, which is accepted by A.S.E.P. Alternatively, a degree or postgraduate 

diploma or doctoral degree from a Greek university or a cognate foreign university may be submitted, 

indicating successful completion of a foreign-language undergraduate or postgraduate program, or a 

diploma equivalent to Greek Secondary Education Schools, provided it has been obtained after at least six 

years of regular study abroad (for the corresponding language). 

5. The scientific personality of the candidate (as assessed during the interview by the members of the 

Tripartite Selection Committee).  

6. The number of publications and communications of scientific papers. 

7. Possible research and/or professional activity. 

 

The scoring algorithm for candidates includes the following 6 criteria (I-VI). The minimum score 

for a candidate to be eligible is 50.00 points, and the maximum score is 100.00 points. The 

scoring is calculated cumulatively to the second decimal place. 

I. Bachelor's/Diploma Grade 40% (maximum score 40 points): If a candidate has up to 3 pending 

courses for the September examination (including possibly the bachelor's thesis), these 

courses are necessarily calculated in the computer system of the PSP secretariat with a 

conventional grade of "5", and until the end of the selection process, the provisionally calculated 

bachelor's grade remains unchanged. 
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II. Courses related to Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry, and Biochemistry 35% (maximum 

score 35 points): They are calculated based on the average of four courses related to Organic 

Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry, and Biochemistry. If there are only three relevant courses, the 

average is still calculated by summing them up and dividing by 4, considering the fourth one as 

0. Similarly, when there are only 2, 1, or 0 relevant courses. 

III. Bachelor's Thesis 10% (maximum score 10 points): A thesis in the field of Organic Chemistry, 

Inorganic Chemistry, or Biochemistry has a coefficient of 1. A thesis falling within the broader 

field of Chemistry has a coefficient of 0.8. A thesis in other scientific fields has a coefficient of 

0.5. The score is calculated in each case by multiplying the grade of the thesis by the coefficient. 

The coefficients decrease proportionally if the thesis does not correspond to 20 ECTS. 

IV. Publications in journals/conferences 3% (maximum score 3 points): A published paper in a 

peer-reviewed journal receives 2 points if it is relevant to Organic Chemistry, Inorganic 

Chemistry, or Biochemistry, and 1 point if it is not relevant to these subjects. A conference 

paper receives 1 point if it is relevant to Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry, or 

Biochemistry. Regardless of the number of publications and communications, the maximum 

score is 3 points. 

V. Professional/Research Experience 2% (maximum score 2 points): Demonstrated and relevant 

professional or research experience in Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry, or 

Biochemistry, defined as at least six months of professional employment or participation in a 

research program under contract. 

VI. Interview 10% (maximum score 10 points): The non-participation of a candidate in the interview 

does not award any points. 

 

More specifically: 

1. Degree/Diploma Grade: The minimum grade for acceptance to the PSP is six (6). 

2. A good knowledge (level B2) of at least one European foreign language, such as English, 

French, German, Spanish, Italian, or Russian, is required for admission to the PSP. Adequate 

knowledge of a foreign language is considered good knowledge of the foreign language, as 

evidenced by a certificate according to the Council of Europe system, which is accepted by 

A.S.E.P. Alternatively, a degree or postgraduate diploma or doctoral degree from a Greek 

university or a cognate foreign university may be submitted, indicating successful completion 

of a foreign-language undergraduate or postgraduate program, or a diploma equivalent to 

Greek Secondary Education Schools, provided it has been obtained after at least six years of 

regular study abroad (for the corresponding language). 
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3. Good knowledge of the Greek language is required for a foreign student to be admitted to the 

PSP. Adequate knowledge of the Greek language is considered to be the possession of a 

Certificate of Attainment in Greek at level C or the equivalent certificate from the School of 

Modern Greek Language of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, which is awarded after 

the candidate undergoes a relevant examination. However, by exception and with a decision 

of the Coordinating Committee, adequate knowledge of the Greek language may not be 

required for foreign candidates who are subject to regulations of international research 

programs and collaborations. 

4. The interview fields include: a) assessment of scientific background, b) evaluation of 

motivations for attending the PSP. The interview fields have equal maximum scoring. 

5. Due to the nature of postgraduate studies in Chemistry and the preparation of experimental 

master theses, simultaneous enrollment in the PSP and another PSP of the Department or in 

a joint PSP in which the Department participates is not feasible. 

 

The selection process of candidates, as decided by the Departmental Assembly, is carried out 

by a competent three-member Selection and Examination Committee consisting of faculty 

members of the Department who are involved in teaching in the PSP. 

The Selection and Examination Committee compiles a complete list of all candidates and then, 

after conducting the necessary checks, rejects those who do not meet the minimum criteria 

specified by this Regulation. It then invites for an interview, where applicable, the eligible 

candidates who have met the prerequisites. 

Once the process of evaluating the files and interviewing the candidates has been completed, 

the final list of successful candidates is compiled. In case of a tie the final ranking will be based 

on the degree or diploma grades of the candidates who tied. If there is still a tie, the grades 

obtained in the Organic or Inorganic Chemistry or Biochemistry courses of the tied candidates 

are taken into account. If a tie persists, the grading of the Bachelor's or Diploma thesis of the tied 

candidates is taken into account. If there is still a tie, the interview scores of the tied candidates 

are taken into account 

The final list of successful candidates and any runners-up, after being validated by the 

Department Assembly, is posted on the notice board of the Department's Secretariat and on the 

Department's website. 

Objections to the results can be submitted within five (5) working days from the announcement 

of the results. 
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The registration of successful candidates takes place following a relevant announcement by the 

secretariat of the PSP within 5 (five) working days, along with the submission of any necessary 

supporting documents. 

In case a candidate fails to register within the specified deadline, it is considered as a refusal to 

accept the position, and this is covered by the immediately following successful candidate. 

In the event of a dropout of a postgraduate student within the first two weeks of the first semester, 

the first runner up is invited for registration. Any urgent or exceptional changes to the process 

are regulated by decision of the Coordination Committee. 

 

Article 5 

Duration and Terms of Study 

 

Duration 

The duration of study in the PSP leading to the acquisition of the Master's degree is defined at a 

minimum of three (3) semesters, including the time required for the completion and evaluation of 

the master's thesis. The maximum allowable completion time for studies is set at five (5) 

semesters. 

Postgraduate students have the option of part-time study, the duration of which cannot exceed 

twice the regular study period. Part-time study is available for those who are proven to work at 

least twenty (20) hours per week and for non-working postgraduate students who are unable to 

meet the minimum requirements of the "full-time" attendance program, as well as for special, 

extremely serious cases (such as serious illness, serious family reasons, military service, 

pregnancy, force majeure), which are determined by the Department Assembly. 

Postgraduate students who have not exceeded the normal duration of study may be granted, 

upon submission of a relevant application, suspension of studies, which cannot exceed two (2) 

consecutive semesters. During the suspension period, the postgraduate student loses his/her 

status as a student. The duration of the suspension is not counted towards the maximum duration 

of regular study. A request for suspension of studies submitted during the first (1st) semester of 

study is not approved for any reason other than unforeseen serious health problems or 

pregnancy. Upon resuming their studies, postgraduate students return to a status of regular study 

with all the rights and obligations provided by the PSP. 

In addition, upon a justified request submitted before the completion of the regular duration of 

study, a postgraduate student may apply for an extension of studies for up to one (1) year for the 

completion of studies or the preparation of the postgraduate thesis. After the expiration of the 
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extension period, the postgraduate student is deregistered from the PSP by decision of the 

Department Assembly following a proposal by the Coordinating Committee. 

The request of postgraduate students for part-time study or extension of studies is made 

before the beginning of the academic semesters, provided that extraordinary circumstances are 

not involved. 

For other matters concerning deregistration, the Department Assembly decides upon a 

proposal by the Coordinating Committee, which determines the reasons for deregistration. Other 

reasons for deregistration are considered as follows: a) insufficient progress of the postgraduate 

student (which is documented by non-participation in the educational process: absences from 

classes and/or examinations), b) incomplete fulfillment of other obligations specified by the 

Regulation, c) behavior that violates academic ethics, such as plagiarism, and d) a request from 

the postgraduate student himself/herself. 

 

Tuition Fees 

In the PSP, tuition fees are set at the amount of three thousand six hundred euros (€3,600) for 

the entire duration of studies, which postgraduate students are required to pay in two equal 

installments during the 1st week of the 1st and the 3rd academic semester. The payment of 

tuition fees is made to the Special Account for Research Funds (ELKE) of AUTh. Failure to fulfill 

financial obligations constitutes sufficient grounds for not awarding the Diploma and/or 

deregistration from the PSP. 

The right to receive free tuition due to financial or social criteria is granted to postgraduate 

students who meet the excellence criterion during the first cycle of studies, corresponding to at 

least a grade of seven and a half or higher out of ten (7.5/10). The specific terms and conditions 

of the right to free tuition in Postgraduate Programs are described in the current legislation as 

well as in the decision of the Minister of Education and Religious Affairs. Exempted students 

should not exceed thirty percent (30%) of the total number of students admitted to the PSP. If 

the eligible students exceed the aforementioned percentage, they are selected in order of 

ranking, starting from those with the lowest income. 

The application for exemption from tuition fees is submitted by the interested party to the 

Department after the completion of the selection process of students in the PSP. The finalization 

of exempted students is carried out by the Department Assembly following a recommendation 

by the Coordinating Committee. 

The tuition fees (either the 1st or both installments) are non-refundable under any circumstances 

unless the PSP cannot operate due to very serious force majeure reasons, after approval by the 
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Department Assembly and provided that it is also approved by the Special Account for Research 

Funds (ELKE). 

 

Article 6 
Student Rights and Obligations 

 

Postgraduate students register and participate in the PSP under the terms and conditions 

specified in the Postgraduate Studies Regulation. Postgraduate students have all the rights, 

benefits, and facilities provided for students of the first cycle of studies except for the right to 

receive free textbooks. The Department must ensure facilities (access, educational process, and 

examination) for postgraduate students with disabilities and/or special educational needs. 

It is possible to study in parallel in an undergraduate program of another Department of the same 

or another university. 

Postgraduate students who are admitted to the PSP are required to: 

1. Attend the courses of the PSP without interruption. Attendance of lectures and exercises is 

mandatory. Exceptions are only allowed for serious justified reasons. Absences are allowed 

up to a maximum of 20% for each course. The same applies to presentations of 

postgraduate theses and project presentations. 

2. Participate in all educational and research activities. 

3. Submit course registrations on time every semester. 

4. Submit the required assignments for each course within the specified deadlines. 

5. Attend examinations according to the schedule. 

6. Submit to the Secretariat, along with their thesis for evaluation, a declaration that there is 

no evidence of plagiarism. 

7. Pay the tuition fees within the specified dates. 

8. Have settled all their financial obligations, as well as any other obligation to the University, 

before the swearing-in ceremony. Otherwise, they will not have the right to take the oath 

and/or receive their MSc diploma. 

9. If they have received a scholarship, to offer remunerative work, as foreseen (tutoring 

sessions, contribution to the library and research, and where needed in the Laboratories of 

Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry, and Biochemistry). 

10. Respect and abide by the decisions of the PSP bodies, as well as academic ethics. Failure 

to comply with the above, without documented justification, may result in exclusion from 

course/courses or from the program. 
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11. Follow the health and safety regulations outlined (see Annex). 

Failure to comply with all of the above, without a serious and documented justification, constitutes 

grounds for expulsion of the postgraduate student from the program. In the event of expulsion 

for any reason, tuition fees that have already been paid will not be refunded. 

 

Article 7 

Curriculum - Knowledge Assessment 

 

The Master’s program is structured in three (3) semesters.  

In the 1st semester, four (4) elective courses are taught, each worth 10 ECTS, from which 

students choose three (3). 

In the 2nd semester, four (4) elective courses are taught, each worth 10 ECTS, from which 

students choose three (3). 

In the 3rd semester, students undertake their Master's thesis, which corresponds to 30 ECTS. 

The official language of the program is Greek or English in special cases after a justified decision 

of the C.C. of the PSP. 

 

A) Indicative study program 

 

1st semester [Total ECTS thirty (30)] 

No Course Title 

Type of Course 

(Obligatory / 

Selective) 

ECTS 

1 
Modern Methods in Organic 

Synthesis 
S 10 

2 
Spectroscopy of Organic 

Compounds 
S 10 

3 
Chemistry of Organic Materials 

and Catalysis 
S 10 

4 

Advanced Synthetic Approaches 

and Characterization Methods of 

Inorganic Compounds and 

Materials 

S 10 
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2nd semester [Total ECTS thirty (30)] 

No Course Title 

Type of Course 

(Obligatory / 

Selective) 

ECTS 

1 
Synthesis of Natural Products-

Applications in Industry 
S 10 

2 
Medicinal Chemistry of Bioactive 

Compounds 
S 10 

3 
Biochemical Methods for Studying 

Bioactive Compounds 
S 10 

4 

Contemporary Applications of 

Inorganic Compounds and 

Materials 

S 10 

3rd semester [Total ECTS thirty (30)] 

No Course Title 

Type of Course 

(Obligatory / 

Selective) 

ECTS 

1 Master's Thesis O 30 

 

O: Obligatory course / S: Selective course 

 

The beginning and end of the courses, as well as the duration of examination periods, are 

determined by decision of the Department Assembly upon recommendation of the Coordinating 

Committee. 

The courses are held in person. 

Distance learning may be conducted in cases of exceptional circumstances. 

The extent of studying material of each postgraduate course is determined by the professors 

and/or other scientists responsible for teaching the course, primarily based on the workload per 

course as decided by the Department Assembly. The titles of the courses, the semester, the 

credits, the content, the timetable, and the lecturers of each postgraduate course are provided 

in the in the Guide of Studies of the PSP, which is posted on the Department's website. 

Postgraduate students must have sufficient knowledge of the basic courses of the first cycle of 

studies of the Department of Chemistry and have been as scoring criteria. If not, they must 
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successfully pass examinations in undergraduate courses of the Department of Chemistry, which 

will be determined for each postgraduate student by the Coordinating Committee. These courses 

must be attended concurrently during the first two semesters of their postgraduate studies. In 

case of failure two times in a row, the student will be deregistered from the PSP. 

 

B) Knowledge Assessment - Student Evaluation 

 

Assessment in individual courses is conducted at the end of each semester with written 

examinations, assignment submissions, or a combination of both. Examination periods last for 

ten (10) working days and are determined by the Department Assembly upon recommendation 

from the Coordination Committee of the PSP. Unless there are exceptional circumstances, the 

examination period for the winter semester is set for a period in early February, while for the 

spring semester, it is set for a period within June. 

The evaluation method is determined by the teaching staff of each course at the beginning of the 

academic semester. The grading of each course is done on a semi-integral scale ranging from 0 

to 10. 

The grading scale for evaluating the performance of postgraduate students is defined from zero 

(0) to ten (10), as follows: 

➢ Excellent (8.5 to 10) 

➢ Very Good (6.5 to 8.5 not including) 

➢ Good (6 to 6.5 not including) 

➢ Passing grade is at least six (6) 

Attendance in classes or any other educational activity is mandatory. A postgraduate student is 

considered to have attended a course (and therefore has the right to participate in the 

examinations) only if he/she has attended at least eighty percent (80%) of the course's theoretical 

hours. Otherwise, the postgraduate student does not have the right to participate in the 

examinations and is obliged to attend the course again in the next academic year. 

In case the percentage of absences of a postgraduate student exceeds twenty percent (20%) of 

the total classes in a semester, there is a consideration for his/her expulsion from the course. 

This issue is examined by the Coordinating Committee, which provides its opinion to the 

Department Assembly. 

In cases of emergencies or force majeure reasons, examinations may be conducted using 

electronic means, provided that the integrity of the evaluation process is ensured. 
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The examination of each course is repeated, if the postgraduate student fails in the first 

examination, once more within a trimester. If the postgraduate student fails twice in the 

examination of a course, he/she may be examined, upon his/her request, by a three-member 

committee consisting of faculty members of the Department, who have the same or related 

academic subject as the course being examined and are appointed by the Department Assembly. 

The initial person in charge of the examination is excluded from this committee. 

In cases of serious illness, the examiner may facilitate the student, in any way he/she deems 

appropriate (e.g. oral or remote examination). 

 

C) Master’s Thesis 

 

For the elaboration of a Master's Thesis, the C.C., following the candidate's application at the 

beginning of the 3rd semester, which includes the proposed title of the Master's Thesis, the 

proposed supervisor, and a summary of the proposed work, appoints the supervisor and sets-up 

a three-member Examination Committee for the approval of the work, one member of which is 

the supervisor. The Master's Thesis is experimental. 

The teaching staff of the Department of Chemistry who are lecturers of the specific PMS have 

the right to supervise Master's theses. 

The other two members of the Examination Committee may be faculty members of the same 

Department or other Departments of the same or other Higher Educational Institution (AEI), or 

researchers of research centers and institutes in Greece who have the same or related academic 

subject as the subject of the PSP. The supervisor proposes to the Coordinating Committee the 

other two members of the Examination Committee. 

The upper limit for the number of new Master's Theses for the Laboratory of Biochemistry 

corresponds to 15% of the enrolled postgraduate students. The upper limit for the number of new 

Master's Theses for the Laboratory of Inorganic Chemistry corresponds to 30% of the enrolled 

postgraduate students. Interdisciplinary Master's Theses are encouraged and considered 

accordingly. The aforementioned upper limits can only be changed in exceptional cases, upon 

recommendation of the Coordinating Committee and with the agreement of ¾ of the teaching 

faculty members of the PSP. 

The preparation of the Master's Thesis is governed by the Code of Academic Ethics of AUTh. 

Every creator or co-creator of any intellectual work is entitled to be mentioned and recognized 

as such, enjoying both the property and moral rights/powers arising from the specific work. 

Exceptionally, if the original intellectual product ("work") is the final outcome of a paid research 



17 
 

project assigned by an entity outside AUTh, the property rights of the creator or co-creators may 

be limited according to the terms of the contract under which the said research project is 

assigned, while the moral rights remain with the creator or creators, subject to necessary 

contractual restrictions for the exploitation/financial utilization of the produced intellectual 

creation. 

For the presentation of the Master's Thesis, the positive recommendation from the Three-

member Examination Committee is foreseen. The presentation of the Master's Thesis must be 

made in front of the Examination Committee. In case the defense of the Master's Thesis is held 

in public, a specific date and location are determined by the Coordinating Committee of the PSP. 

After the defense of the Master's Thesis, a minute is drawn up in which the individual grade of 

each member of the Three-member Examination Committee, the average grade, as well as any 

comments or remarks are mentioned. The grade of the Examination Committee cannot be lower 

than 6. 

After the approval of the Master’s Thesis by the Three-member Examination Committee, the 

minutes are mandatory posted on the Department’s website. 

If the assessment of the Master’s Thesis is negative, the postgraduate student may submit 

his/her work incorporating the remarks for its improvement within a timeframe specified by the 

Three-member Examination Committee. 

The final text of the Master's Thesis, after being corrected by the postgraduate student, is 

deposited in the Library of the Department of Chemistry in one copy (for the thesis cover format 

and writing instructions, see Appendix). Additionally, a copy is deposited in the Central Library of 

AUTh. Certificates certifying the deposition of the Master's Thesis are issued by both Libraries, 

which must be submitted to the Department's Secretariat along with a certificate of no pending 

issues to the library system of AUTh. The grade sheet of the Master's Thesis must be deposited 

in the Department's Secretariat and include the exact date of presentation as well as the title of 

the Master's Thesis in both Greek and English. 

In exceptional cases, if there is an objective impossibility or a significant reason, it is possible to 

replace the supervisor or a member of the Three-member Examination Committee, as well as to 

change the topic of the Master's Thesis after a decision by the Department Assembly. The 

replacement of the supervisor or the change of the Master's Thesis topic is possible upon a 

documented request from the postgraduate student and the supervisor, as well as the concurring 

opinion of the proposed new supervisor. The replacement must take place within a reasonable 

timeframe for the completion of the Master's Thesis. 
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The thesis may be partially or entirely carried out at foreign universities within the framework of 

official programs between AUTh and the corresponding foreign universities, or at other research 

institutions (including collaborating industries) in Greece or abroad, in each case with the 

agreement of the supervisor, the relevant recommendation of the Coordinating Committee, and 

the final approval of the Department Assembly. 

The writing of the thesis and its defense in front of the Three-member Examination Committee 

may also be done in English, following a documented request from the supervisor and the 

concurring opinion of the Department Assembly. 

 

D) M.Sc. Grade 

 

The grade of the M.Sc is derived from the weighted average of the courses of the PSP and the 

Master's Thesis (the weighting is based on the credit units of the courses and the Master's 

Thesis) and is calculated to the second decimal place, in the following way: 

The grade of each course and the Master's Thesis is multiplied by the corresponding 

number of credit units (ECTS), and the sum of these products is divided by the minimum 

number of credit units required for obtaining the MSc. 

The mathematical formula is as follows: 

 (Grade of course 1 X ECTS of course 1 + Grade of course 2 X ECTS of course 2 + …+ Grade 

of master thesis X ECTS of Master’s thesis) / Total number of ECTS. 

 

Article 8 

Scholarships 

 

It is possible, by decision of the Department Assembly following a recommendation from the 

Coordination Committee and depending on the revenue of the PSP, to award scholarships to a 

specific number of postgraduate students. These scholarships will be granted based on 

academic performance using the average grade of the previous semester and will be included in 

the approved budget of the PSP. The terms of award, obligations, and rights of the scholarship 

recipients will be determined by the Department’s Assembly following a recommendation from 

the Coordinating Committee. 

AUTh may grant remunerative scholarships to postgraduate students with the obligation to 

support the educational process and provide assistant teaching work. The PSP determines the 

maximum amount of the grant of a remunerative scholarship per student, the maximum number 

of hours of weekly employment, and other details regarding the granting of scholarships. 
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Postgraduate students are informed following a relevant announcement from the Secretariat of 

the PSP. 

 

Article 9 

Teaching staff 

 

The teaching duties of the PSP are assigned, following a recommendation from the Coordinating 

Committee of the PSP and a decision of the Department Assembly, to the following categories 

of teaching staff: 

1. members of the Teaching and Research Staff (DEP) of the Department or other 

Departments in Greece, 

2. members of the Laboratory Teaching Staff (Ε.ΔΙ.Π.) of the Department, 

3. emeritus professors of the Department, 

4. collaborating professors, 

5. authorized lecturers, 

6. visiting professors or visiting researchers, 

7. researchers and specialized scientific personnel of research and technological institutions 

referred to in Article 13A of Law 4310/2014 (A’ 258), or other research centers and institutes 

within the country or abroad, 

8. scientists of recognized authority, who have specialized knowledge and relevant experience 

in the scientific subject of the PSP. 

Decisions of the Department Assembly, following a recommendation from the Coordinating 

Committee for the allocation of teaching duties, must include the following elements: 

a. the full name of the lecturerr, 

b. his/her status 

c. the type of teaching work assigned per lecturer (course, seminar), and 

d. the number of teaching hours per course or seminar. 

It is the invited lecturer’s obligation to adhere to the weekly teaching schedule, as determined by 

the Coordinating Committee and to follow the examination and evaluation terms as described in 

the current Regulation. 

Teaching staff obligations include, among others, the description of the course or lectures, the 

provision of relevant literature, the determination of the method of examination for the course, 

and the communication with the postgraduate students. 

Teaching in the PSP is done according to the timetable of courses drawn up by responsibility of 

the Director of PSP. 



20 
 

At the beginning of the PSP attendance, a permanent member of the Teaching and Research 

Staff (DEP) of the PSP is appointed as Academic Advisor for each postgraduate student. The 

role of the Academic Advisor is to monitor the students' academic progress, to be informed by 

the teaching staff of any continuous absences of the students under their responsibility, and to 

inform them (through the Secretariat) that such absences may result in failure of the course. 

Additionally, the Academic Advisor provides assistance regarding the selection of the Master's 

Thesis, taking into account the research interests of the postgraduate student. Students are 

required to contact their academic advisor for any issues that may affect the smooth progress of 

their studies. 

The Academic Advisor provides the necessary guidance to the postgraduate student in order to 

cope with the requirements of the PSP. 

The Academic Advisor ensures to have regular meetings with the postgraduate students under 

his/her supervision, and not less than twice (2) per semester. His/her duties include, among 

others: 

• Identifying the needs and research interests of the postgraduate students, supporting their 

inclinations and skills, and encouraging them to pursue areas that suit them. 

• Providing assistance in drafting their individual semester study program and determining 

the topic of their Master's thesis. 

• Informing and facilitating the postgraduate student's contacts with the collective bodies of 

the PSP and administrative services. 

• Identifying students who need to pass multiple courses. 

• Ensuring and drafting a plan for these students' progress. 

The teaching staff, administrative personnel, as well as the relevant services of AUTh, cooperate 

and support the Academic Advisors in their work, while taking into account their information, 

observations, suggestions, and requests for any deficiencies or malfunctions that may pose 

problems for students and any suggestions for addressing them. 

More detailes about the Academic Advisor are described in the relevant regulation. 

The teaching staff, during the period of time they are on educational leave or suspension of 

duties, may provide teaching services to the PSP if they deem their schedule permits and if, 

based on the prevailing conditions, it is practically feasible. This issue must be evaluated on a 

case-by-case basis by the Coordinating Committee. 

 

Article 10 

Graduation Ceremony 
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Oath-taking is not an integral part for the successful completion of studies, but it is a necessary 

condition for the award of the diploma document. The attestation ceremony takes place within 

the framework of the Department Assembly, in the presence of the Director of the PSP, the Chair 

or the Deputy Chair of the Department, and a representative of the Rector, if possible. 

Postgraduate students who have successfully completed the PSP may, in exceptional cases 

(such as studies, residence or employment abroad, health reasons, etc.), apply to the 

School/Department Secretariat for an exemption from the obligation of attestation. 

 

Article 11 

Type of Awarded Postgraduate Study Diploma 

 

The title of the Postgraduate Study Diploma (Master’s Diploma) is a public document and is 

awarded by one of the PSPs of the Department. 

The Master’s Diploma is issued by the Secretariat of the Department. The Diploma indicates the 

Department involved in the organization of the PSP, the emblem of the Institution, the date of 

completion of studies, the date of issuance, the graduation protocol number, the title of the PSP, 

the details of the postgraduate student, and the evaluation rating of Good, Very Good, Excellent 

(see Appendix). 

Before the award of the Diploma and after the successful completion of the PSP, a certificate of 

successful attendance and completion of the Program may be issued to the graduate. 

In addition to the Master’s Diploma, a Diploma Supplement is issued [article 15 of law 3374/2005 

and Ministerial Decision Φ5/89656/ΒΕ/13-8-2007 (Government Gazette 1466 Vol. B)], which is 

an explanatory document providing information about the nature, level, general framework of 

education, content, and status of the studies that have been successfully completed and does 

not substitute the official academic degree or the detailed course grading issued by the 

Institutions. 

 

Article 12 

Plagiarism 

 

When submitting any coursework or thesis, the postgraduate student is required to indicate 

whether he/she has used the work and views of others. 

Copying is considered a serious academic misconduct. Plagiarism is considered copying 

someone else's work, as well as using someone else's work -published or unpublished- without 
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proper citation. Quoting any documentary material, including studies of the postgraduate student 

himself/herself, without a relevant reference, may justify a decision by the Department Assembly 

for his/her expulsion from the program. 

In the above cases - and after a justified recommendation from the supervising professor - the 

Department Assembly may decide to expel the postgraduate student. 

Any misconduct or violation of academic ethics is referred to the Coordinating Committee for 

judgment and recommendation for addressing the issue at the Department Assembly. The 

offences of copying or plagiarism and, in general, any violation of the provisions on intellectual 

property by a postgraduate student during the writing of assignments within the framework of 

courses or when preparing a postgraduate diploma thesis are also considered infringements.  

The Ethics Committee of the University is responsible for violations of ethical and academic 

quality standards. 

 

Article 13 

Course Guide 

 

The PSP issues a Course Guide aimed at informing postgraduate students about its operation. 

The Course Guide may include: 

1. General Information as well as useful electronic information about the University and the 

Department, particularly regarding administrative services or collective bodies that the 

postgraduate student may address for the successful completion of his/her studies. 

2. The purpose, the subject of the PSP, as well as the qualifications acquired after the award 

of the Master’s Diploma. 

3. The academic calendar, which includes the start and end dates of academic semesters, 

examination periods, holidays, periods for presenting postgraduate theses, and any other 

obligations such as internships, seminars, conferences, etc. 

4. The course curriculum, the credit units, the teaching staff, the rights and obligations of the 

postgraduate students. 

5. The official language of teaching and preparation of the postgraduate thesis. 

6. The administration of the PSP. 

7. Databases. 

8. Use of the Library. 

9. Services to postgraduate students. 
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Article 14 

Transitional arrangements 

 

Any issue arising in the future not covered by the relevant legislation, the Postgraduate Studies 

Regulation or the present Internal Regulation will be addressed through decisions of collective 

bodies with amendments to the Regulation. 

 

Β. REGULATION OF INTERNSHIPS 

The PSP does not provide internships. 

 

C. REGULATION AND GOOD PRACTICES OF MOBILITY 

The Senate of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) in its 

meeting no. 2980/20 & 21-2-2019 decided to approve the adoption of good practices for the 

proper implementation of the ERASMUS+ program, which apply proportionally to all courses of 

study of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, in accordance with the applicable Legislation 

and the Regulation of each Postgraduate Program. 

In addition, since then, the procedures have been updated and specified according to the 

respective directions of the State Scholarships Foundation and are published accordingly by the 

Department of European and Educational Programs on the website of 

https://eurep.auth.gr/el/students/studies 

The above Decision of the Senate of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki is as follows: 

A) Outgoing Students 

The following aims to ensure the right of mobile practical students to automatic and full 

recognition of their period of study in a partner institution, subject to the successful completion of 

their academic obligations. 

1. When completing the Learning Agreement for Studies, which takes place before the start of 

the transfer, the respective ECTS Coordinator, as the designated representative of the 

relevant Department under the Ministerial Decision no. No. Φ.821/2318Τ/89676/Ζ1, to 

ensure that the workload of the migrant at the Host Institution, through the declaration of the 

corresponding academic obligations in the relevant table of the above form (even Table A), 

will amount to 30 ECTS credits for one academic semester. For reasons of flexibility and 
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given the heterogeneity of the programs of study, deviation from the above rule (either 

positive or negative) is allowed by the number of credits of only one (1) course in the case 

of an academic quarter or semester and two (2) courses in the case of transfers for one 

academic year.  

2. At the same stage, i.e. when completing the Learning Agreement, the ECTS Coordinator 

should ensure the full recognition of the aforementioned workload by recording in the 

corresponding table of the Learning Agreement (even Table B) the credits and 

courses/academic obligations from which he/she will be relieved upon successful completion 

of those mentioned in Table A. The framework of this process must have the agreement of 

the Assembly or equivalent competent an organ of the relevant Department, through a 

relevant decision (which could be taken once). This decision is recorded in the Application-

Statement form submitted by mobile students to the Department of European Programmes. 

3. The abovementioned recognition should be divided into three categories:  

I. Compulsory courses based on the curriculum of the relevant Department of the Aristotle 

University of Thessaloniki and provided that most of the content of the course offered at the Host 

Institution is identical with the course of the relevant Department.  

Recognition: Courses that outgoing students have successfully completed abroad will be 

recognized with the title they have in the relevant Department.  

It is recommended that the signed consent of the teacher is required before completing the 

Learning Agreement.  

II. Elective courses (direction or not) based on the curriculum of the relevant Department, in 

which the condition of content identification does not apply, but for which their inclusion in the 

subject treated by the Faculty, the Department or the Sector/Direction of the Department should 

be ensured.  

Recognition: Courses that outgoing students have successfully completed abroad will be able 

to be recognized either with the title they have at the Host Institution or with the course title of 

the relevant Department, provided that there is a correspondence of content between the courses 

from the 2 institutions. For information, it is noted that the electronic computerization program of 

the Secretariats supports the recognition and inclusion of YEI courses (Exchange Program 

Courses) in the Program Studies of each Department. These courses may be declared in the 
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learning agreement either with its title, in the case of a corresponding course in the curriculum of 

the relevant Department, or without their title but as an "elective course" (specialization or not).  

It is recommended to introduce into the curricula a sufficient number of elective courses 

(specialization or not) that are part of the subject of the Department. The inclusion of such 

courses offers flexibility to the Departments regarding the recognition of courses and enriches 

the curricula with courses that may not be taught in the Department (e.g. due to the absence of 

relevant faculty members) but are relevant to the relevant curriculum.  

III. Free elective courses, in which the requirement of identification of the content does not apply 

nor the inclusion in the subject treated by the Department or Sector/Direction of the Department.  

Recognition: Courses in this category that outgoing students have successfully completed 

abroad will be recognized with their qualification in Host Institution. It is clarified that the maximum 

number of ECTS of freely elective courses stated in the pre-mobility learning agreement must be 

identical to the number of ECTS of free elective courses allowed by the relevant study 

programme. In addition, these courses can be stated in the learning agreement without their title 

as a "free elective course". 

It is recommended as a subsidiary and in the context of upcoming curriculum reforms the 

introduction of a small number of elective courses (e.g. 6-10 ECTS).  

4. In the case of courses in the subject of the relevant Department (compulsory or elective) you 

can see relevant detailed examples of recognition in Annex I (attached). In the case of 

courses that do not fall within the discipline of the relevant Department, these are recognized 

as free elective courses, as mentioned above. For the recognition of credits from these 

courses as well, the alternative combinations proposed in Annex I are applied. It should be 

noted that during the selection of courses and the drafting of the learning agreement, 

students on the move are guided by the ECTS coordinator, if they declare courses outside 

the subject, they have as many credits as the curriculum of the relevant Department allows 

students to collect from free courses Selection. This will also ensure their recognition upon 

return from the Host Institution. The inclusion of such courses in the curricula will be able to 

satisfy the need for full recognition of the mobility period (60 credits for one academic year, 

30 credits for one academic semester, 20 credits for one academic quarter). 

5. In case of discrepancy in the number of credits between the Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki and the Host Institution, the maximum degree of flexibility should be applied 

and all possible combinations of recognition should be examined after the student's return, 
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always within the framework of the regulation of each program of study. In any case, the 

scope for ensuring the recognition of all credits that the student will bring from the Host 

Institution must be exhausted. This process should take into account the principle of "fair 

recognition" provided by the ECTS Guide and which allows a deviation of 1 or 2 points, 

always for the benefit of the traveller. 

6. After the return of mobile students, MANDATORY recognition of all credits returned by the 

commuters, after successful examination/evaluation based on the agreed. Recognition will 

follow a signed learning agreement (initial or that which has arisen as a result of changes) 

which is binding on the Department and the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. At the end 

of their studies, mobile students have the opportunity to use the provision of article 60 of the 

Aristotle University Regulation, which states that "the student is entitled to be examined in 

two additional elective courses, the grade of which will replace lower grades of other elective 

subjects'. Based on this article, the student, with his own declaration and only at the end of 

his studies, can apply for 2 elective courses, which may be courses successfully completed 

during his studies at the Host Institution, not to be counted in the final grade of his degree 

and always provided that he completes the necessary ECTS for obtaining the degree.  

7. Additional credits from free elective courses, which exceed the credits provided by the 

Departments of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, most often constitute an incorrect 

choice of courses in the learning agreement of the migrants, unless the Host Institution does 

not offer other course options to Erasmus students. In this case, ECTS coordinators are 

required to re-review the curriculum of the partner institution and, if it does not meet the 

required conditions for recognition of courses to undergraduate mobile students, then 

consideration could be given to (a) limiting the bilateral agreement to the level of second and 

third cycle student mobility (postgraduate and doctoral level; respectively), (b) limiting the 

bilateral agreement only to the level of teacher mobility or (c) terminating the bilateral 

agreement with the institution concerned. Besides, the Technical Chamber of Greece invites 

the Departments every year to evaluate their bilateral agreements and the issues of 

availability of courses to students are a serious evaluation criterion that can substantiate the 

adjustment or even the termination of a bilateral agreement.  

8. As a consequence of the previous points, it is recommended that ECTS Coordinators inform 

students about mobility opportunities through the Erasmus+ program already from the first 

years of admission to the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. This timely information will aim 

at the proper planning of students regarding the possible categories of courses to be selected 
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in the Host Institutions, as well as the required number of credits for the implementation of 

the transfer.  

9. The role of the ECTS Coordinator of a Department, as defined by Ministerial Decision No. 

Φ.821/2318Τ/89676/Ζ1, is considered very important as it ensures the proper 

implementation of the Erasmus+ program in the relevant Department and by extension in 

the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, which coincides with the full recognition of the period 

of study of mobile students at the Host Institution. For this reason, it is recommended to 

avoid changing the ECTS Coordinator regularly for reasons of continuity and more effective 

management of student mobility. It is also proposed that the ECTS Coordinator should be a 

member of the curriculum committee of the relevant Department due to the high degree of 

interconnection of travel issues with the curricula of the Departments, as well as a member 

of the General Assembly of Departments in order to inform the members of the General 

Assembly on the issues of the Erasmus program. It is reminded that these issues now 

concern a large number of students (at least 600 students per year) who utilize the 

knowledge and advisory services of the ECTS Coordinator and are entitled to full recognition 

of their studies at the Host Institution. 

B) Incoming Students  

1. It is necessary to ensure adequate knowledge of the language of instruction by incoming 

migrants, based on the conditions of the bilateral agreement. It is recommended to send a 

recognized certificate of language proficiency (where required by the Departments) and 

provided that this obligation is included in the annex to the bilateral agreement.  

2. Mandatory sending of the grades of incoming students to the Institutions of Origin (Transcript 

of Records) no later than five weeks after the end of the transfer period. It is reminded that 

non-compliance with this obligation may be a reason for termination of cooperation between 

two Institutions and for this reason the ECTS coordinator in cooperation with the members 

of the Secretariat of the Departments should ensure that the grades of incoming students 

are sent on time.  

 

D. REGULATION FOR PREPARING ASSIGNMENTS 

The provisions set out in Article 7C of this regulation shall apply to the preparation of Master’s 

Thesis. 
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In addition, the following applies for the preparation of any written or oral assignments within 

courses: 

a. The assignments are prepared based on the instructions of the course teacher(s). 

b. All assignments are prepared and written by the students who sign the assignment. When 

submitting any assignment, it is mandatory for the graduate students to disclose whether they 

have incorporated the ideas or work of others. 

c. Plagiarism is viewed as a severe form of academic misconduct, encompassing the replication 

of someone else's work and the utilization of published or unpublished material without 

appropriate acknowledgment. Even quoting from the graduate student's own studies without 

proper referencing may warrant a decision by the School's Assembly to expunge the student. 

Violation of copyright provisions is generally considered a misdemeanor. The provisions of Article 

12 of this regulation apply to plagiarism. 

The Institution's Ethics Committee is entrusted with overseeing breaches of ethical rules and 

maintaining study quality. 
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APPENDIX 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY RULES THAT APPLY TO THE POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY OF AUTh 

Laboratories of Chemistry are generally educational and research spaces with many 

particularities where potentially hazardous procedures are carried out, therefore great 

importance must be given to the specified work guidelines within them. 

The main risks that may occur in a chemistry laboratory due to negligence or ignorance of basic 

safety rules include those of fire, explosions, cuts, chemical poisoning, and burns. Additionally, 

there are risks from slippery floors or stairs, faulty electrical equipment, dust accumulation, etc. 

Apart from these direct risks, there are also those whose consequences may appear less 

immediately. These mainly involve exposure to chemicals that may cause allergic reactions or 

long-term damage to vital organs such as the liver, as well as exposure to radiation. These risks 

can be minimized or eliminated by everyone complying with a series of correct laboratory 

practices and rules. 

The safety of the premises is also a prerequisite for safeguarding both the expensive equipment 

and the valuable acquired results. The following basic rules must be applied by all participants 

in the PSP of the department with their personal responsibility. 

 

Specifically, postgraduate students are obliged to: 

1. Inform their supervisors about any health issues they have and are aware of before starting their 

experimental work or any issue that arises during its course. 

2. Be appropriately dressed (clothing, shoes, lab coat) and use the appropriate protective equipment 

(safety glasses, gloves, masks, fume hood) according to the instructions of their supervisor. 

3. Be aware of the basic actions for handling accidents. 

4. Be informed and aware of the specific health and safety rules that apply in each laboratory where 

they carry out their work, whether it is within the department or elsewhere. 

5. Be familiar with the general safety rules that apply in the Department of Chemistry and AUTh, as 

well as the actions to be taken in case of emergencies. 

6. Know the location and operation of the fire extinguishers rules located in their laboratory area, as 

well as the basic rules for handling in case of fire. 

7. Carefully read the labels indicating toxicity, flammability, and explosiveness of the reagents and 

solvents they use. 

8. Be aware of the proper operation rules of a device/instrument in order to avoid dangerous situations. 

9. Not to perform experiments for which their supervisors have not been informed. 
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10. Use equipment and devices only after obtaining relevant permission from their supervisors or other 

management committees. 

11. Not to move devices and/or instruments without the consent of their supervisors. 

12. Inform their supervisors immediately of any accident that has occurred. 

13. Inform their supervisors immediately of any instrument/device failure that has occurred in the 

laboratory areas where they work. 

14. Follow the instructions of their supervisor regarding the management of waste from their laboratory 

work. 

 

In addition: 

15. Smoking is strictly prohibited in all laboratories as well as in all areas of the Department of Chemistry. 

16. Consumption of alcohol is prohibited in all laboratories of the Department of Chemistry. Additionally, 

conducting experiments after consuming alcohol or other psychotropic substances and drugs is also 

prohibited. 

17. Generally, it is advisable to avoid consuming food and drinks in laboratory areas. When this 

happens, postgraduate students should be particularly careful and apply good practices to avoid 

exposing consumable products to toxic agents. 

18. The presence of individuals who are not authorized to be in the laboratory area is prohibited. It may 

be allowed only in exceptional cases and for a short visit. 

19. Graduate students should generally maintain respectful behavior, avoiding loud voices, loud music, 

etc. 

20. Graduate students should never work alone. Working in the laboratory areas during the night is not 

allowed unless special permission is granted by the supervisor. 

21. Postgraduate students may, with the consent of their supervisor, have a key for the laboratory area 

in which they work, for some of the entrances to the Department of Chemistry, and for any area 

deemed necessary by their supervisor. Upon leaving, they are required to lock and secure these 

areas. The keys must be returned to the supervisor when their work period in the specific laboratory 

has ended. 

 

The Principles of Hygiene and Safety are included by decision of the Department as an 

Appendix to the regulations of each P.S.P. The aim is to specify the general security principles 

on the basis of which postgraduate students will work during the preparation of the Master's 

Thesis. Adapting to these general principles is simple and requires no training. For the most 

specialized principles, familiarization is done in each Laboratory in a different way, since each 

distinct research unit has its own requirements and peculiarities. 


